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Journalists At Sacramento State and 
The State Hornet Present: ar vais 
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A discussion about sports reportin 
and advice to aspiring journalists 





Keynote Speaker: 








Free Pizza After! 
Monday, Mar.5// 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.// Riverside Hall 1015 
Pizza // After Discussion //7 p.m.// Del Norte Hall 1006 


Open to the Public 
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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


On a post about the McAuliffe baseball fields PARKING STRUCTURE V: Sacramen- 
being purchased for a new $150 million to State University ‘Iransportation and 


Parking Services Senior Director Tony 
Lucas said that Parking Structure V is on 
track to open on March 26. ‘The structure, 
which will house 1,750 spaces, was origi- 
nally supposed to be completed before the 
beginning of this semester. Lucas said that 
On feb. 26, opinion editor Kameron Schmid the first three stories of the parking struc- 
was in the University Union when emergency ture will be reserved for faculty and staff. 
alarms instructed everyone to leave the build- 


on-campus housing project, Facebook user 





Charles Anthony Serna commented, “How 
about no.” Let us know what you think online 





at Facebook.com/StateHornet. 





ing and lights turned off in the north entry- 
way. Less than one minute later, the alarm 
turned off and the lights were back. Follow @TheState- 
Hornet for more live updates of news and events on cam- 
pus. 


Our reporter Shaun Holkko posted the action 
live on our story from courtside as the Sac State 
women’s basketball team edged Southern Utah 
79-77 with a buzzer-beater at the Nest on Feb 
24. Follow @StateHornet on Instagram for 


more stories, photos and videos. To stay up to date with news, 


go to statehornet.com/news 





X STAFF 





EDITOR-IN-CHIEF SPORTS EDITOR FACULTY ADVISER CORRECTIONS 
Barbara Harvey Angel Guerrero Stu VanAirsdale 
editor@statehornet.com sports@statehornet.com stvcsus@gmail.com In Volume 72, Issue 19 of The State Hornet, the following 
corrections are listed: 
MANAGING EDITOR CULTURE EDITOR ADVERTISING 
Claire Morgan Khanlin Rodgers INQUIRIES On page 5, it 1s implied that members of “University 
editor@statehornet.com culture@statehornet.com ads@statehornet.com Counsel” are lawyers. In fact, they are not. 
DIGITAL EDITOR OPINION EDITOR We regret this error. 
Will Moon Kameron Schmid 
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A study unveiled earlier this month at the California State University Basic Needs Initiative Conference showed that 10.9 percent 
of CSU students have experienced homelessness within the past year. As California in general — and the Sacramento area in 
particular — face skyrocketing rents, The State Hornet is looking at the causes of the state housing crisis, potential solutions 


and what the University is doing to help students who are struggling to keep a roof over their heads. 
By John Ferrannini and Sami Soto 


THIS IS HOW 


ive days a week, Sacramento State junior Bailey Ber- 
nardi goes to work at 4 a.m. and then makes her way to 
school. But even though she makes over $14 an hour, 
she is barely making ends meet paying living expenses. 

Bernardi is just one Sacramentan dealing with the 





ramifications of a statewide housing crisis marked by a 
precipitous rise in housing and rent prices, as well as homelessness. 


A statewide problem 


The average cost of a one-bedroom apartment in Sacramento 
has risen from $876 in January 2014 to $1,262 last month, accord- 
ing to data from rentjungle.com. 

Homelessness has grown by 30 percent over 2015 and over 2,000 
people are sleeping without shelter in Sacramento on a nightly ba- 
sis, according to a 2017 report from the homeless advocacy group 
Sacramento Steps Forward that was prepared by Sac State’s Insti- 
tute for Social Research. 

The housing crisis has a particular impact on California State 
University students. According to a Humboldt State and CSU Long 
Beach study that came out earlier this month, 10.9 percent of stu- 
dents systemwide reported housing insecurity in the past year. 

California rents were stable by-and-large during and in the after- 
math of the 2007-2009 recession. When the economy came roaring 


back, rents started to increase — particularly in metropolitan ar- 
eas where high-earners displaced original, lower-income residents 
(sparking a controversial process known as gentrification in many 
neighborhoods). 

Residents who decided to pick up stakes in response to rising 
housing prices saw Sacramento as a cheaper option and began com- 
ing here. Almost 20,000 people are moving from the Bay Area to 
the greater Sacramento region annually, according to census data 
compiled by the Greater Sacramento Economic Council. 

Apartments surrounding Sac State range in price around $1,000 
a month. A one-bedroom apartment at The Element, which is locat- 
ed about a mile from campus off of 65th street, starts at $1,150. Ac- 
cording to a report from the CSU system, the average cost for food 
and off-campus housing for Sac State students is $13,294 annually. 

A 2015 Georgetown University research study found that 70 per- 
cent of Sac State students hold jobs while enrolled. 


Sac State community absorbing the cost 


Students facing an emergency situation can receive help from 
Sac State Case Manager Danielle Munoz. 

Munoz said that one reason behind student housing insecurity 
is that students inexperienced with money may not have the skills 


Story continues on page 6 
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$1,500 


$700|- 


RENTED A ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN 


435. 





HOUSING 


Two bedroom 


One bedroom 





PERCENT0/ 
STUDENTS 


spend more than 50 percent of their monthly income 
on housing, according to a State Hornet survey. 


14.10 


The State Hornet 





STUDENTS 


SACRAMENTO SINCE 2014? YOUR AVERAGE 


MONTHLY RENT HAS INCREASED BY $386 


DATA FROM RENTJUNGLE 


necessary to stretch financial aid 
through the whole semester. 

“When you’ve gotten a big 
chunk of money that you’ve never 
had before, a lot of students bulk 
spend,” Munoz said. “They’re 
out in a month-and-a-half.” 

However, Munoz reiterated 
that the Sacramento housing 
market is the primary reason for 
the cases she handles — saying 
she reminds students “it’s Sacra- 
mento, not you.” 

Munoz said that apartments 
advertised as being for students 
around Sac State can be hard to 
stay in for many students due to 
the cost of rent. 

“They're having a hard time 
affording the housing around our 
campus,” Munoz said. “If you’re 
paying over $700 and have no 
job, (you’re) highly likely to come 
in to see me. 

“T’ve called several times — 


CSU SCHOOLS 


have experienced homelessness within the last 12 


months, according to CSU data. £444424424 





“I've called several times — and they probably hate me — and 
| say ‘Please don’t give this 19-year-old an eviction.’ I'm on the 
phone all the time with the local (apartment) complexes.” 


- Danielle Munoz 
Sacramento State case manager 





and they probably hate me — 
and I say ‘Please don’t give this 
19-year-old an eviction.’ I’m on 
the phone all the time with the lo- 
cal (apartment) complexes.” 

Sac State has multiple pro- 
grams to help students dealing 
with housing insecurity, including 
an online roommate finder, emer- 
gency housing, an emergency 
grant fund and partnerships with 
alumni and local churches. 

The roommate finder website 
came about last year through 
cooperation between Associated 
Students, Inc. and Information 


Resources and ‘Technology, ac- 
cording to Beth Lesen, the asso- 
ciate vice president for student 
affairs. 
Emergency housing allows 
four students at any given time to 
be housed for up to 30 days. 
“Often we have more demand 
than supply,” said Lesen, adding 
that emergency housing 1s plan- 
ning to add two more beds by fall. 
Lesen also said that the school 
has an informal agreement with 
an “off-campus motel partner” 
that it has not utilized yet, but 
which can offer a reduced rate for 


a room in the event of a crisis. 

The emergency grant fund has 
been in place for three years and 
has helped “well over 100 peo- 
ple,” Lesen said. ‘The fund can 
give up to $1,500 to a student in 
an emergency situation. 

Funding comes from alumni 
and the Student 
Council, according to the emer- 


Achievement 


gency fund’s website. 

“The $1,500 is not an allow- 
ance,” Lesen said. “It’s to address 
an emergency that has occurred.” 

Ralph and Antoinette de Vere 


White gave a donation to the 


emergency grant fund last year. 
“These 


worked very hard to be educat- 


students obviously 
ed and here they are homeless,” 
Ralph said. “My wife worked 
with the homeless for 30 years so 
we thought this was a good way to 
connect with that.” 

For her part, Antoinette said 
that the donation came about 
after the couple saw an article 
in The Sacramento Bee about 
homelessness at Sac State. 

“Tt’s very hard to focus on your 
studies when you’re focused on if 
you're going to sleep and how,” 
she said. 

Munoz said that parishioners 
of local faith-based organizations 
— specifically the Newman Cath- 
olic Center, the Fremont Presby- 
terian Church and the Sacramen- 
to Central Seventh-day Adventist 
Church — expressed a willing- 
ness to help. 


i 
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“I wanted to see if they had 
host families. ‘They mentioned 
they'd already been doing that 
with students in their congrega- 
tions,’ Munoz said. “For the past 
few years if a student in a dire sit- 
uation needs a couple weeks, we 
have families who can help them 
out.” 


Renters, landlords and 
developers debate solutions 


Sacramento has no rent con- 
trol laws, as San Francisco, Oak- 
land and Los Angeles do. 

Advocates are intending to 
collect signatures for a Novem- 
ber ballot measure that would 
enact rent control in Sacramento, 
something Mayor Darrell Stein- 
berg has said in the past he has 
“significant concerns” about, ac- 
cording to ‘he Sacramento Bee. 

If passed, the measure would 
place limits on evictions and in- 
creases in rent. However, the Cos- 
ta-Hawkins Rental Housing Act, 
passed in 1995, places limits on 
the kinds of rent control a city or 
municipality can impose. 

Costa-Hawkins exempts cer- 
tain kinds of housing — such as 
newly-built housing — from rent 
control ordinances. It also pro- 
hibits ordinances that would ban 
raising renting prices between 
tenants, which are known as va- 
cancy control. 

Los Angeles activist Michael 
Weinstein, the president of the 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation, is 
funding efforts to put repeal of 
Costa-Hawkins on the November 
ballot after an assembly bill that 
would have repealed it died in 
committee last month. 

Leslie Dexter, an anti-evic- 
tion organizer with the Housing 
Rights Committee of San Fran- 
cisco, said that repeal of Cos- 
ta-Hawkins is the “main rallying 
cry across the whole state” for 
tenants rights organizations. 

“Tt is the one thing standing 
in the way of cities being able to 
make their own tenant protection 
policies,” Dexter said. “(The ban 
on vacancy control) provides the 
No. | incentive for people to be 
kicked out of their homes.” 

Dexter said that developers 
would continue building in Cali- 


fornia even if Costa-Hawkins was 
repealed, citing development in 
cities like San Francisco that have 
some rent control laws already. 

Jim Lofgren, a senior vice 
president at the Sacramento of- 
fice of the California Apartment 
Association, disagrees. 

“T deal with developers all the 
time and even the threat of repeal 
of Costa-Hawkins is causing de- 
velopers to want to leave Califor- 
nia,” Lofgren said. “The ramifi- 
cation is that you would halt new 
construction in California.” 

Lofgren said that the solution 
to the housing crisis is building 
and scrapping regulations that 
prevent it. 

“You need high-density hous- 
ing,” Lofgren’ said. “The problem 
is lack of affordable housing and 
the solution is to build like crazy.” 

For students like Bernardi, 
working 30 hours a week along- 
side a full schedule of classes is a 
part of what is becoming a norm 
for college students. Bernardi said 
housing options around Sacra- 
mento could be better, especially 
for students. 

“T live in a cheaper area but 
I’m still paying $670 a month. 
Which is kind of sad, because 
I break even every month. I’m 
barely cutting it,” Bernardi said. 





There’s 


more to 
this story 
online. 


Student profiles, 
staff testimonials 


and more: 













HELP IS 
AVAILABLE 


With the price of rent in California generally and Sacramento 
in particular skyrocketing, Sacramento State offers some 
resources for students facing housing insecurity. 


Emergency housing 


The school offers four beds for use of up to 30 days for students facing 
a housing emergency. Students in need can contact Sac State Case 
Manager Danielle Munoz. 


Emergency fund 


Students in an emergency situation, including housing insecurity due to 
financial hardship, can apply for a grant of up to $1,500. An application 
is available on the Student Emergency Fund website. Money for the 
fund comes from fundraising and donations. 


Roommate finder 


A website was launched on the Sac State website last year to help stu- 
dents who are living off-campus and looking for a roommate find one 
another. 
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While we are all affected by the cost of housing, some Sacramento State students are bearing the brunt 
of the state housing crisis more than others — often interfering with their ability to meet basic needs, let 
alone their ability to give their academics the needed time and energy. Here is one of their stories. 
For more student profiles, go to StateHornet.com/housing. 
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Kelly Kiernan 
@kkternan98 





Sacramento State senior Regi- 
na Montoya has faced homeless- 
ness since she was a toddler, strug- 
gling with it through high school 
and college. 

As a foster youth, Montoya fre- 
quently moved around in the Bay 
Area. Montoya and her parents 
were often evicted from homes 
and she ended up living with her 
father’s family for some time. 

“You have a family where one 
person is working three jobs to 
support everyone, but you're still 
not making it,” Montoya said. 
“Everyone’s just one paycheck 
away from having to be on the 
street or figuring out where to 


55 


gO. 
As a homeless high school 


student, Montoya moved to dif- 
ferent cities and would have to 
walk miles to get to school. Being 
homeless was constantly at the 
forefront of her mind. 

She was -trying to figure out 
where she was going to sleep, 
and what she was going to eat — 
which often took priority over her 
academics. 

“Tt really gets in your head be- 
cause it’s always about survival,” 
Montoya said. “It’s really hard 
to try to achieve this dream to go 
to college when survival comes 
first.” 

After Montoya graduated high 
school, she enrolled at California 
State University, East Bay. She 
enrolled with the intention of be- 


ing able to have secure housing 
for another nine months, with the 
help of loans. 

“T literally went to college with 
the clothes on my back and a 
small satchel,” Montoya said. 

She was financially unstable 
throughout her first year of col- 
lege. While she was putting mon- 
ey into the school for the meal 
plan and other expenses, Mon- 
toya didn’t have any left over for 
toiletries and basic needs. 

With all the pressure, she was 
not focused on school and ended 
up flunking out the first year. 

“I did a lot more moving 
around with friends and fami- 
ly, exhausting resources there,” 
Montoya said. 

When a close family member 
encouraged Montoya to get back 


Nat Gl 


into school, she moved to Sacra- 
mento and started at community 
college. She obtained her associ- 
ate degree in psychology and en- 
rolled at Sac State when she had 


enough financial stability with her 


now-husband. 

“He looked at me and he was 
like, “You know | believe in you 
and because I believe in you, I’m 
going to drop out of school, I’m 
going to work, I want you to go to 
school,’ ” Montoya said. 

She said that her persever- 
ance comes from her husband 
and those who have gone through 
what she went through. 

“We are making this country 
better and we’re showing people 
that no matter where you come 
from, you can get a college educa- 
tion,” Montoya said. 


- Tne State Hornet 





Montoya will be graduating 
this May with a bachelor’s degree 
in social work. 

“As a foster youth, only 3 per- 
cent of us get our bachelor’s de- 
gree,” Montoya said. “Now that 
I’m here and I’m getting my de- 
gree it’s like, ‘I made it!’ ” 

She is currently involved in the 
Guardian Scholars Program at 
Sac State, which specifically ca- 
ters to foster youth in addition to 
helping those in need. 

Montoya aims to share the 
State 
by reaching out to those in need 


resources that Sac offers 
through the Guardian Scholars 
and Pop Up Pantry. 

“Sac State does a lot,’ Mon- 
toya said. “While we are ahead 
of the game, | think there’s a lot 
more we can do.” 


ro 
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With rent rising in the state, 10.9 percent of California State Uni- OY 











Vincent Moleski 
@VO_Moleski 
Tessa DeVere 
@ TessaDe Vere 


#SacStateSays 


versity students have experienced housing insecurity in the past 
year. Some students have had to cut back on essential things like 
food in order to pay for rent. We asked students how they pay for 
housing. Tell us what you do by using the hashtag #SacStateSays 


on social media. 





“| don’t. I'm lucky to 
have been born into a 
upper-middle class 


“Right now I’m a resident 


adviser for Sac State, so ii: eee i 
| am in charge of a few | still live with my | have an athletic 





“Government helps me 
a lot with that. FAFSA, 


parents, so scholarship, so I’m family and my mom 
Comperceaswige,  forunatel,' don pay abietrpaytht wan {hanyou The rest "supports us and bough 
any rent, | just pay for mv scholarship.” ' : us a house off campus.” 
peeing ene scm my school and my bills.” y P from my parents. 
- Luis Ramirez - Sandra Flores - Ana Loaiza Esquivias - Zach Putzig - Nicole McGlashan 


Criminal justice Accounting Psychology Mechanical engineering History 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Hornets limp into final stretch of season 


The State Hornet 








_ INJURIES HAMPER WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM AS POSTSEASON LOOMS 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO23 





Sacramento State women’s 
basketball senior guard Maranne 
Johnson scored a career-high 41 
points on Thursday, though it 
wasn't enough as the Hornets lost 
to Northern Arizona University 
in overtime 95-90. 

Sac State (5-21, 3-12 Big Sky 
Conference) has now lost three 
straight games following its first 
winning streak of the season. 

The Hornets played against 
the Lumberjacks with only eight 
active players as they have been 
short-handed _ all The 
team was then left with only five 
players after sophomores Kenne- 
dy Nicholas, Hannah Friend, and 
Quayonna Harris all fouled out. 

With a little over a minute left 
in regulation, the Sac State depth 
chart got even smaller as junior 
guard Raegen Rohn went down 
with an ankle injury, leaving the 
team with only four players. The 
team played four-on-five bas- 
ketball for two possessions until 
Rohn limped back into the game. 

“When it got down to it and 
our backs were against the wall, 
those five and four that pushed 
through showed a lot of strength 
through the adversity,” Friend 
said. 

With Rohn back on the floor, 
the Hornets were able to even 
the score and send the game into 
overtime. Johnson looked to play 
cautiously with four personal 
fouls, but was able to stay on the 
floor and continue to lead the 
team. 

“It came down to the wire 
where we only had five players, so 
I just had to play smart and when 
we needed a bucket I just tried 
to buckle down and get us one,” 
said Johnson after her career-high 


performance. 
Johnson finished with 41 


season. 


srry 
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Sacramento State sophomore guard Tiara Scott is fouled by Southern Utah sophomore guard Rebecca Cardenas during the first half of a 79-77 win 
for the Hornets at the Nest on Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018. Scott finished the game with five points, four assists and four rebounds. 


points on 15-of-32 shooting from 
the field, nine rebounds and six 
steals in 43 minutes of action. 
She was followed in the stat sheet 
by Friend, who had 23 points and 
eight rebounds. 

“It was by far her best game 
this year,” said Sac State coach 
Bunky Harkleroad after the loss. 
“Maranne has done a lot of good 
things for us over the course of 
her career and that’s been reflect- 
ed in the school record book; to- 


night was a great performance by 
her.” 


Coming into the game, John- 
son only needed three points to 
become the third-most scoring 
player in Sac State women’s bas- 
ketball history. She now adds that 
to her list of accomplishments 
along with being second in pro- 
gram history in career 3-pointers 
and steals. 

“It’s always an honor to put on 
a Hornets’ jersey,” Johnson said. 
“Without the team I wouldn’t 
have had the amazing journey 
that I had here at Sac State.” 

Northern Arizona was led by 


its upperclassmen trio. Senior 
guard Olivia Lucero had a team- 
high 26 points, 12 rebounds and 
five assists. Senior forward Kenna 
McDavis had 18 points and 11 
rebounds. Junior forward Ka- 
leigh Paplow had 15 points, 14 
rebounds and seven assists before 
fouling out. 

However, Sac State’s defense 
did muster each member of this 
trio into at least five turnovers 
each. 

“We just haven’t figured out 
how to put four quarters together 


yet,” Harkleroad said. “Let’s give 
Northern Arizona credit for gut- 
ting it out. 

“We’re not going to quit, ever. 
We showed some toughness to- 
night and we have to build on 
that.” 

Sac State will look to go out 
on a high note in its final home 
game on senior day Saturday at 
the Nest against Southern Utah 
at 2:05 p.m. 
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TEAM SUCCEEDS SINCE CREATING ‘STICK STICK’ 


Gymnastics team gets 
back on track after 
difficult start to season 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





Sacramento State gymnastics 
has competed in eight meets this 
season and that story can be told 
in two parts. 

In the first four meets of their 
Hornets 

most 


turbulent season, the 
struggled with injuries 
notably to seniors Lauren Rice, 
Caitlin Soliwoda and Courtney 
Soliwoda and had trouble 
completing events without their 
athletes taking a fall. However, 
the past four competitions can be 
told around a stick. 

Prior to arriving in Alaska to 
compete against the University of 
Alaska Anchorage and Air Force 
on Feb. 3, the new year hadn’t 
offered much hope and the team 
was in need of some fun. 

It helped that on the trip, Rice 
found a stick outside of the snowy 
Alaska Airlines Center. It was 
then quickly decorated by assis- 
tant coach Nicole Meiller and it 
became the “stick stick,” as the 
team calls it. 

Since that meet, each time a 
Hornet sticks a landing — which 
means to plant themselves per- 
fectly on the mat without any 
wobbles or missteps — they get 
awarded the stick by the previous 
owner in an almost knighting-like 
ceremony. 

“We wanted a new, fun way to 
motivate ourselves,” Caitlin So- 
liwoda said. “It is super fun and 
very different from anything we 
have ever done. 

“Tt is honestly just a really fun 
way to motivate us and keep the 
sport light and fun.” 

That day, freshman Kendra 
Braida was given the first stick in 


the first Sac State routine of the 


night when she performed a per- 
fect landing on the balance beam. 

The entire squad was smiling 
and the momentum carried the 
rest of the event as the Hornets 
put together a complete meet for 
the first time all season. 

During the same competition 
in Alaska, senior Annie Juarez put 
together her best meet of the sea- 
son as an all-arounder by reach- 
ing a career-high score of 39.125. 
Prior to that meet, she had count- 
ed at least one fall in every meet 
and hadn’t scored over 38.000. 

In the two following meets, 
not only did Juarez set new career 
highs in the all-around, but the 
team also set season highs with 
a 194.400 at UC Davis on Feb. 9 
and then a 195.400 while hosting 
San Jose State and Seattle Pacific 
University on Feb. 16. 

“The main thing we’ve been 
telling ourselves is just to relax 
and remember that we’re having 
fun,” Juarez said, “It’s easy to get 
caught up in the pressure and to 
be hard on yourself when you 
don’t do well.” 

Despite not setting a season 
high on Friday, the Hornets stayed 
in that high range with a 194.075 
against Seattle Pacific University 
and Anchorage. 

Juarez has won two events as 
an all-arounder this season, and 
in each one, Caitlin Soliwoda 
has been right behind her. On 
Friday, Caitlin Soliwoda took the 
all-around title with a score of 
39.150. 

“As competitive as I am, it’s 
awesome that I get to compete 
with her on my side,” Caitlin So- 
liwoda said. “I love seeing her be 
so successful and it drives me to 
work hard in practice and bring 
my absolute best to the meet.” 

One constant presence since 
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Sacramento State senior Caitlin Soliwoda is awarded the ‘stick stick’ by senior Annie Juarez after her balance 
beam routine at the Nest on Feb. 16, 2018. This stick is awarded to a gymnast who successfully sticks a landing. 


the Alaska meet has been the 
stick. It returned home with the 
team and has since made appear- 
ances at the Nest, at UC Davis 
and in Seattle. 

Juarez said the stick is good 
for the team members because 
it allows them to take everything 
one routine at a time. Every time 
someone is given the stick, the en- 
tire team breaks out into a smile, 
easing any tension that may have 
been there. 

This has been especially im- 
portant due to Rice, who is one of 
the main leaders of the team, be- 
ing out with an ankle injury since 
Jan. 12. New gymnasts have been 
called upon to take bigger roles, 
including freshman Jordyn Brent 


and junior Jackie Sampson. 

The pair have routinely com- 
peted in three events, while junior 
Lauren Schmeiss has competed 
on beam and floor. 

Brent and Sampson’s seasons 
have even started to take form 
since the team found the stick. 
On Feb. 9, Brent set career highs 
on vault and bars. A week later 
on Feb. 16, Sampson recorded 
season-high scores on bars, beam 
and floor. 

Schmeiss made her season de- 
but on beam on Jan. 26 and has 
since moved into the floor lineup. 
Overall, five of her seven scores 
this season have been 9.750 or 
higher. 

Senior Jennifer Brenner (floor) 


and Courteney Ng (bars) have 
also contributed high scores in 
their respective events. 

“I’m really starting to see hun- 
gry competitors in everyone’s eyes 
which makes me super excited for 
the next meets,” Courtney Soli- 
woda said. 

Sac State is currently ranked 
No. 55 in the nation. While this 
ranking isn’t enough to qualify for 
an NCAA Regional (top 36 only) 
as a team, the Hornets have four 
gymnasts, Caitlin Soliwoda as an 
all-around, Brent on bars, Court- 
ney Soliwoda on beam and Juarez 
on floor, who are in position to 
qualify individually for an NCAA 
Regional. 
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Sacramento State player Kennedy Kurtz digs for the ball against the University of the San Francisco at Livermore Community Park in Folsom on Saturday, April 15, 2017. The women’s 
volleyball team will play its first outdoor match of the year on Friday in Palo Alto. 


hornets transition back to outdoor volleyball 
Seniors get one last collegiate chance to compete in the sand 


Tessa DeVere 
@ TessaDe Vere 





Sacramento State is all set to 
begin its sixth season of beach 
volleyball competition on Friday 
at the Stanford Tournament in 
Palo Alto. 

The 14-member squad — 
which finished its indoor volley- 
ball season with a Big Sky Con- 
ference regular season title in the 
fall — will be focused on passing, 
setting and overall ball control this 
year, said coach Ruben Volta. 

This spring season will also 
mark the last chance for seniors 
Kennedy Kurtz, Brigitte Mur- 
dock, Hannah Meadows, Erin 


Cochran and Lana Brown to put 
on Sac State volleyball uniforms 
and compete in the sand. 

“It’s the last competitive season 
Pll ever play in my whole entire 
life, so it’s exciting to end with a 
beach season,” Murdock said. 
“Our program is lucky enough to 
have both.” 

Despite falling in the Big Sky 
Tournament Championship 
match and a quick first-round exit 
from the National Invitational 
Volleyball Championship ‘Tour- 
nament, the Hornets are poised 
to begin the new year, Brown said. 

“We have a lot of confidence 
from last (indoor) season,” Brown 


said. “This group of girls is really 


connected (and) that connection 
should come through in beach as 
we have that little spark.” 
This transition from indoor 
to outdoor beach volleyball 
which Murdock describes as two 
completely different sports — can 
have its challenges. 

Most athletes who first come to 
Sac State, such as Murdock, are 
new to competing in the:sand and 
are asked to do things they aren’t 
accustomed to since the volleyball 
program recruits based on indoor 
skills. 

“In indoor I’m a libero: so I 
don’t hit the ball, I don’t play front 
row, I don’t attack; I literally just 


play defense, serve and receive,” 


Murdock said. “In beach I have to 
do everything: I have to hit, I have 
to be able to score (and) it’s kind 
of a disadvantage to me because I 
don’t get to attack ever then when 
I go to beach I have to learn how 
to do it.” 

Meadows said playing in the 
sand is different on the body and 
it always leaves your legs tired. It 
also requires the team to find the 
perfect pair of players since beach 
volleyball involves five groups of 
two instead of one group of six 
during competition. 

As the team readies to begin 
the season on Friday, Volta said 
that he recognizes the challenge 
that comes with playing in the Big 


West Conference. This is due to 
some teams featuring rosters with 
scholarship players at every posi- 
tion, unlike Sac State’s beach vol- 
leyball team. Despite this, Brown 
and Meadows said they’re not 
worried about the competition 


level. 
After the Stanford ‘Tourna- 
ment, the Hornets — which 


finished 8-11 last season — will 
also compete in the West Coast 
Conference/Big West Challenge 
Tournament (March 10), the Big 
West Challenge (March 30-April 
1), the CSU Bakersfield Tourna- 
ment (April 7) and the Big West 
Championship Tournament from 


April 27-29. 
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STUNT focuses on 





athleticism and skill 


aspects of cheer 





Sac State hopes to improve 
from No. 2 finish in NCAA 
Tournament last year 


Storm Ray 
@Storm_Ray1 





The Sacramento State 
STUNT team is looking to grab 
the top spot in the NCAA Divi- 
sion I Nationals after placing third 
at another national competition. 

The team had its best finish of 
the season at the UCA & UDA 
College National Championship 
from Jan. 12-14 in Orlando, Flor- 
ida and was the No. 2 team at the 
NCAA Nationals last year, behind 
Oklahoma State University. 

STUNT (which is not an ab- 
breviation or acronym) is a sport 
that “removes the crowd-leading 
element and focuses on the tech- 
nical and athletic components of 
cheer,” according to USA Cheer. 

“Their goal is to get back to 
the championships and do what 
they can to actually win,” said 
Lauri Harris, the Sac State cheer 
team director. “Staying moti- 
vated and remembering where 
they were last year at this time 
and seeing that progression (is 
important).” 

Harris, who has been the pro- 
gram’s director for five years, said 
that despite not being recognized 
as an official NCAA-sanctioned 
sport at Sac State, STUNT trains 
just as hard as any other team. 

“They practice three times 
a week for at least two hours a 
night,” Harris said. “They also 
have open-gym nights where they 
can work on their individual skills 
— strength training, conditioning 


on their own — outside of their 
normal practices.” 

With injuries proving to be 
an issue last year due to overuse 
and a lack of specialization, Har- 
ris said that the team has been 
healthy so far this season. 

“If someone is a really strong 


jumper, we’re going to put them 


in that,” Harris said. “You have a 
position on the team — that has 
minimized our injuries because 
they’re really focused on skills that 
they’re really good at and perfect- 
ing them.” 

‘The Hornets have been train- 
ing on and off the mats toward 
improving these skills not only to 
ensure that they get another spot 
at nationals this year, but also to 
secure the No. | seat. 

Sac State senior Sabrina Mar- 
tin said that she hopes that this 
season will bring continued suc- 
cess for the team. 

“My hopes for the team this 
season is to, I mean, just keep 
going,” Martin said. “We’ve kind 
of been growing a lot (and) we’ve 
kind of been going on the uphill 
and I just hope that continues for 
STUNT this season.” 

Martin, who is a five-year vet- 
eran on the team, said that with 
the addition of numerous new 
members this year, initial bonding 
proved challenging. 

“We have a very new team this 
year,’ Martin said. “I think this 
year, since we have so many new 
people and no one really knows 
each other, it was a little bit slower 
for us to all bond. But by the time 
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Members of the Sacramento State STUNT team finish a routine during practice at Solano Hall on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, 2018. Sac State will compete in the 2018 STUNT College National Championship from April 27-29 at 
Michigan State University in East Lansing. 


we got ready to go to Florida for 
nationals we definitely became a 
lot closer.” 

Last season, the changes most- 
ly occurred with the introduction 
of a new coaching staff in head 
coach James Blunk and assistant 
coach Maggie Steele. 

Junior Paulette Balesteri said 
the team has been adjusting well 
to the new coaches over the past 
year. 

“Ive been here through the 
multiple coaches and everybody 


knows James (Blunk) and they 
know what he can do and so 
they'll listen to him because they 
know he’s a good coach (and) 
Maggie (Steele) is a great assistant 
coach with STUNT)” she said. 
With different coaching staffs 
and teammates, Sac State junior 
Danielle Davis said there have 
come new learning experiences 
throughout her 16 years of com- 
petitive cheer. 
“lve definitely learned how 
to manage. my time more (and) 


each year it’s a different team and 
there’s different talents to differ- 
ent areas,” Davis said. “I think 
that being able to just adjust each 
year depending on the team has 
helped me grow.” 

Sac State, which began its 
regular season on Saturday, will 
look to use this growth in an ef- 
fort to win its first team title in 
2018 STUNT College National 
Championship from April 27-29 
at Michigan State University in 
East Lansing. 
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Sac State dance program faces 
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challenges in quest for accreditation 


SOLANO AND YOSEMITE HALLS NEED ADA UPDATE BEFORE PROGRAM CAN MAKE THE GRADE 


Caleb Danielson 
@caleb_danielson 


Vincent Moleski 
@VO_Moleski 





The Sacramento State De- 
partment of Theatre and Dance 
is seeking to gain accreditation for 
its dance program from the Na- 
tional Association of Schools of 
Dance, but it faces challenges with 
its infrastructure and curriculum. 

Lorelei Bayne, the interim 
chair of the Theatre and Dance 
Department, said that she hopes 
to have the dance program ac- 
credited within five years, but 
Solano and Yosemite halls, which 
the program uses for rehearsal 
and performance space, would 
have to be renovated first. 

Bayne said the lack of student 
dressing rooms and bathrooms 
on the first floor of Solano Hall 
currently bars the program from 
accreditation, and may not be in 
compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Additionally, Bayne said the 
sprung floors in the dance class- 
rooms in Yosemite Hall will need 
to be replaced or fixed to ensure 
safety for dancers. 

Philip Flickinger, a dance pro- 
fessor in the department, said that 
the current state of Solano Hall 
has caused issues for students. He 
estimated the total cost for neces- 
sary renovations will be over $25 
million. 

“About two, three years ago, 
we were getting ready for a show 
(in Solano), and all of a sudden 
two of the dancers come in and 
they’re like, “Hey Flick, just so 
you know, two dancers are stuck 
in the elevator between floors,’ ” 
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Dance students warm up before class in Solano 1010 on Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018. The dance program at Sac State is pursuing accreditation by the 
National Association of Schools of Dance, but faces architectural issues in Solano Hall and elsewhere. 





“With the ever-looming presence of financial insecurity that | think we're 
starting to feel again, it’s not a promise that ... new buildings are going to 
go up, or even (that) remodeling of old buildings (will happen).” 

- Philip Flickinger 


Dance Professor 





Flickinger said. “And I was like, 
‘Awesome. Let’s get them out of 
there.’ ” 

Bayne said that for perfor- 
mances in Solano, students some- 
times have to change costumes 
in classrooms borrowed from the 


kinesiology department. 

Alli Franco, a 27-year-old 
dance major, said that she has 
experienced her own problems in 
Solano Hall during performances. 

Franco said the changing sit- 
uation during a senior concert in 


spring 2017 was a hassle for her 
and other students. 

“Injuries could have possibly 
happened, so we just had to be 
very aware when dancers would 
have to run around entering stage 
left or right,” Franco said. “We 


were changing and running be- 
tween people who were changing 
for the next piece, which could be 
very problematic, especially if the 
piece required a lot of entrances 
and exits.” 

Flickinger said that although 





ae 
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there is one dressing room in So- 
lano, it is for faculty, and students 
are not able to access it during the 
day. 

“Renovations to any of our 
buildings —— as you probably are 
well aware of with the new science 
building — those are multimillion 
dollar projects, and as much as 
the university system seems like it 
has money lying around, it really 
doesn’t,” Flickinger said. 

The dance program received 
a consultation in 2014 from the 
association that outlined the im- 
provements required for accred- 
itation, but Bayne said the pro- 
eram would likely need to have 
another, updated consultation for 
the new dean of the college, Sher- 
ee Meyer, who took over last year. 


Flickinger said an updated 
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The dance program uses studio space in Solano Hall, pictured. The lack of student dressing rooms and bathrooms on the first floor creates 
challenges for accreditation of the program by the National Association of Schools of Dance. 


consultation won't happen this 
year because the dance depart- 
ment is still working on necessary 
curriculum changes. 

He said dance students can 
expect to see a reordering of the 
dance catalog in the next year, in- 
cluding name and number chang- 
es for some courses. 

Other requirements that the 
department is working on ad- 
dressing, according to Flickinger, 
include adding more dance facul- 
ty, increasing the length of tech- 
nique classes and adding more 
dance courses. 

He said that one of the prob- 
lems with adding certain types 
of courses the program is consid- 
ering, such as dance classes with 
live musical accompaniment, is 


funding. 


“For the contemporary stu- 
dent, is it reasonable to say that 
we're going to have live accom- 
paniment and ask the students to 
then pay for it?” Flickinger said. 
“We take cost into consideration, 
so we're trying to figure out ways 
to get the musicians into our class- 
rooms without it falling directly 
on the students.” 

Bayne said that one require- 
ment she was confident could 
be met by fall is the addition of 
another full-time dance faculty 
member, making a total of four. 

According to the association, 
there are only six accredited 
dance programs in California. 
Even so, Flickinger said that as 
Sac State’s program continues to 
grow, accreditation is the next step 
— though he said the timeline de- 


pends largely on economics. 

“With the ever-looming pres- 
ence of financial insecurity that I 
think we’re starting to feel again, 
it’s not a promise that ... new build- 
ings are going to go up, or even 
(that) remodeling of old buildings 
(will happen),” said Flickinger, 
though he added that the Univer- 
sity has been accommodating and 
supportive of the dance depart- 
ment and that President Robert 
Nelsen has never missed a theater 
or dance performance. 

Bayne said __ accreditation 
would ensure that the curriculum 
stays up to date, foster the reputa- 
tion of the dance program at Sac 
State and help to bring outside 
talent to the campus. 

“T think that President Nelsen 
— and our dean of the college 


and the provost — knows how 
important it is for us,” Bayne 
said. “The goal is to better serve 
students. 

“Tm really optimistic that 
these issues ... will be addressed 
so that we can move forward with 
the accreditation.” 

Even though she plans on 
graduating before the dance 
program’s five year goal, Franco 
said that she would like to see the 
benefits of accreditation for new 
students. 

“There are a lot of profession- 
al jobs you can go into through 
the arts and I think it should be 
taken seriously, which is why (the 
dance program) should be ac- 
credited,” Franco said. 
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The CSU estimates that 1 in 10 students have been homeless at some point within the past 12 months. On 
the State Hornet staff, that number is closer to 15 percent. These are some of our stories. 
For more, go to StateHornet.com/Housing. 





William Coburn 
@ WillHearYou 





I always figured homelessness 
would be something sort of, you 
know, obvious? Instead, it snuck 
up on me. When you don’t make 
a lot of money — and last semes- 
ter I was working part time and 
interning — it quickly becomes 
harder and harder to replace the 
things you’re missing. 

I was power-commuting from 
Rescue, the last stop of the Pony 
Express before Sacramento, down 
to Sacramento daily. 

Eventually I was constantly 
alternating between staying with 
friends on nights before I worked 


in town, and staying with my par- 
ents. Once my car died, I was 
staying down the hill constantly, 
floating from couch to couch with 
increasingly larger and more awk- 
ward amounts of luggage. 

I’m blessed, though. I was 
hanging out with a pair of friends 
after they spent the day hunting 
for apartments, when they turned 
to me and said, “You know we’ve 
got this place covered; you can 
just stay with us if you need to.” 

‘To be honest, things have only 
gotten worse since they've taken 
me in. I had to quit the job af- 
ter losing my car, and jumping 
into. my first full-time semester at 
Sacramento State has really put.a 


hamper on finding paying jobs. 
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Thankfully, Pve got the com- 
muter pass getting me on transit 
to and from school, which saves a 
lot of money and helps with the 
job hunts. 

Every day is a weird balancing 
act of picking your priorities: han- 
dling work with services, financial 
aid, reading for school, searching 
for jobs. Balancing what needs to 
be done right now suddenly takes 
precedence over what is good in 
the long term. 

Hunting for a job is a gamble, 
but more like roulette than poker. 
Weekends are a blessing because 
I have time to catch up on school 
work, state and city offices aren't 
open and no hiring managers are 


on shift anywhere. 


‘The hardest part of adapting 


to not having my own place has 
been not being able to see my 
son. We’re a pretty spread out 
and shattered family; Stockton 
isn’t exactly close (and even far- 
ther from Rescue), and farther 
still when you don’t have a car. 

Maybe I’m just ashamed to let 
my son see me like this, or let his 
mom know things have gotten so 
much worse since we went our 
separate ways. I’m living out of a 
pair of duffel bags on my friend’s 
couch, thankfully shoved out of 
the way into a fireplace. 

Maybe this idea of school is 
just me rationalizing not working 
full-time (or at all nght now, to be 
honest). I’ve got a lot of knowhow, 


and I learn pretty things pretty 
quickly on my own. 

On the other hand, I’ve got 
a pile of associate degrees anda 
resume full of bars, which hon- 
estly doesn’t bode well for some- 
one’s job prospects —— especially 
if you’re trying to avoid drinking. 

But what is my son’s mom do- 
ing, clawing her way up to man- 
aging retail? One of us is going to 
need to “make it” if he’s going to 
have a future. 

So, school is what I do now. I 
stay hungry, and stay sharp, be- 
cause my future isn’t just my own 
at this point. And neither is the 
couch I’m sleeping on, but hey, 


I’m working on it. 


www.StateHornet.com 


HOUSING: OUR STORIES 


OEE Eanes 
at Sacramento 


State, [found 


LAG homeless. 


Dominique Walker 
@Domowalk 


In my first week at Sacramen- 
to State, I found myself homeless; 
however, a helpful stranger made 
me feel like I was family. 

On my flight to Sacramento 
from LAX, the only thing I had 
with me was my luggage, some 
Cheetos and $90 to my name. 

When I was on my way to start 
a new chapter in my life I was 
feeling nervous, but nonetheless 
excited to begin this journey in 
this city. 

I didn’t know a single soul 
here, but that was the least of my 
concerns at the time. 

While I was home I thought I 
had arranged my living situation. 
So when I got off the flight I head- 
ed right over to the apartment I 
thought I would call home for the 
next semester. 


Unfortunately, management 
said we never reached an agree- 
ment on me living there; in ad- 
dition, they gave the room I was 
interested in to someone else. 

At this point, I was more than 
a little nervous. Now I didn’t have 
a place to stay for the semester or 
to sleep that night. 

While it poured rain, I prayed 
that I could find a cheap hotel to 
stay at for the night. 

I called an Uber to leave the 
apartment complex and stayed at 
the Motel 6, which left me with 
about $15. 

I called all over the city that 
night, trying to find a place to call 
home for the rest of the semester. 
Most rooms seemed to already 
be taken; other times I couldn’t 
be considered because I had no 
credit. 

I cried all night feeling hope- 
less and helpless. My dinner that 
night was the rest of my Cheetos. 
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Orientation was the following 
morning; however, I couldn’t af- 
ford to stay another night at Mo- 
tel 6, so I hid all my belongings in 
my room and came back for them 
later. 

I didn’t have the money for ori- 
entation, which meant I couldn’t 
register for classes that day, but I 
got an idea of what I needed. 

Luckily, a friend of mine trav- 
eled a lot so she was able to give 
me a free hotel room for the night. 

My parents didn’t have the 
money to help me until their next 
paycheck, but some of my closest 
friends helped me financially. 

By the next morning, it was 
time to check out and I again had 
no place to go. 

But my prayers had been an- 
swered. Danielle Munoz, the case 
manager for emergency housing 
at Sac State, called me with some 
options of places I could stay. 

The list of places to stay in- 


cluded the homeless shelter and 
three phone numbers of people 
that were willing to help a home- 
less Sac State student. 

I decided to call all three 
phone numbers. One number 
wasn't in service and the other 
two didn’t answer, but I decided 
to leave messages. 

One of the alums, a woman 
named Mimi, reached out to me 
and told me she could come pick 
me up from the hotel I was at. 

I accepted her invite into her 
household because I didn’t have 
any other options. I was scared at 
first; why would a stranger let me 
into their household? 

Mimi and her husband Kier- 
an treated me like I was family. 
They gave me my own bedroom, 
something I didn’t even have back 
home. They cooked for me and 
showed me around the city. 

I offered to pay rent but Mimi 
told me no, saying I could stay as 
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long as I needed to. 

I stayed with Mimi and Kieran 
for almost a month, long enough 
to meet their wonderful daughter 
Sara. 

One day while we were eating 
dinner I broke some bad news to 
them: I had found a place to stay 
on campus. 

This was tough because they 
had become my family. I stil 
think of them that way. 

While heading back to my new 
home on campus, as we were say- 
ing goodbye for now, Mimi told 
me, “Don’t be a stranger, and tell 
your mom I said she has a great 
son.” 

I thanked her for the last time 
and told her I'd see her soon as 
I walked away with a huge smile. 

I’m so relieved that there are 
people genuinely looking to help 
others. I will always be thankful 
for Mimi and Kieran. 
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Kelly Kiernan 
@kkvernan98 


After my first semester of living 
in Sacramento State student hous- 
ing, paying $34 dollars a night to 
stay there over winter break with- 
out access to The Dining Com- 
mons or The Market was not an 
option. 

I had just paid $1,946 out of my 
pocket toward housing when cold 
winter break came. I was so upset 
that I had to spend the majority of 
my break away from my family so I 
could work and start saving up for 
my spring housing payment. ‘Then 
I found out about the $34 per night 
housing fee. 

My mind started racing; I had 
no way of paying that much, and 
no place to live for four weeks. I 


re 


didn’t have the gas money to com- 
mute. I hardly had enough to buy 
food while I was working. 

A total of $952 was not in my 
budget for living in the dorms for 
the winter. I figured that [’d paid 
my part when I paid my hous- 
ing payment, but that apparently 
wasn’t enough. 

When I realized all the plead- 
ing in the world couldn’t get me 
out of this one, I started searching. 
I thought of every possible option 
I had: renting a room or motel, 
couch hopping, even living in my 
Car. 

The dorm experience is sup- 
posed to give students security 
and assurance. I chose this so that 
I wouldn’t have to worry about 
apartment rent and utilities. 

Being forced into a borderline 
homeless situation like this left me 


95? was notin 


feeling powerless. ‘This is not how 
I expected to feel during my first 
year of college. 

The stress of struggling to find a 
place followed me into finals week. 
It was overwhelming enough to 
have three finals to study for and 
one project to complete. ‘The hous- 
ing stress outdid the stress of my fi- 
nals. It wasn’t until two days before 
I had to move out that my mind 
was al €ase. 

My best friend was in the same 
position and had secured us a spot 
on the floor of her friend’s apart- 
ment. The arrangement was tem- 
porary; we could only stay for a 
week. I only had to pay $30 for that 
whole week as opposed to $238 in 
the dorms for the same time period. 

I picked up a cheap air mattress 
and used that during the break as 
I continued to go from place to 
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place. Living in someone’s personal 
space is an uncomfortable feeling, 
especially when you hardly know 
that person. I constantly felt like I 
was invading their home and being 
a burden. 

My coworker allowed me to 
stay at her place free of charge for 
the last three weeks. Again that 
bitter feelmg of overstepping my 
boundaries crept up. I felt bad that 
I couldn't afford to pay her any- 
thing when I knew she wasn’t well 
off either. 

During those weeks I ate ramen 
that I purchased with my leftover 
points from the school market 
along with the one meal I received 
at work. 

All that being said, I got ex- 
tremely lucky. I can’t imagine how 
it was or can be for the students 
who were not as fortunate. 
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The number of students facing 
housing and food insecurity with- 
in the California State University 
system is staggering, jaw-drop- 
ping and upsetting — but any- 
one within the system calling the 
rates surprising would be ignoring 
plain evidence of things we all see 
every day. 

The state government and the 
CSU — a university system with 
the second largest enrollment 
pool in the US., only behind New 
York’s state colleges ——- both have 
to become creative, selfless and 
downright charitable if either ac- 
tually wants to reduce the amount 
of students that don’t have regu- 
lar housing and food options. 

According to a recent, ongo- 
ing study by CSU principal inves- 
tigators Rashida Crutchfield and 
Jennifer Maguire, 10.9 percent of 
students in the GSU are home- 
less and 41.6 percent are food 
insecure, 

It is easy to blame this reality 
on things that are out of the sys- 
tem’s control. Rent prices in some 
of the cities where CSU campuses 
are located are increasing at high 
rates — this is certainly a problem 
at Sacramento State. 

Many of these problems are 
exacerbated by the current price 
of access to higher education. 
Books are more expensive than 
ever, online homework portals for 
most general education classes 
can cost as much as a book, and 
student loans are likely to become 
harsher and less forgiving under 
the administration of President 
Donald ‘Trump. 

Oh, and tuition in the CSU 
system rose last year and will like- 
ly rise again this year due to a lack 
of state funding — at the same 
time as California is in the midst 
of a surplus so large it has to find 
something to do with the money 
because the state savings account 
has hit the predetermined cap. 

All while hordes of students 
feel their knuckles scrape against 
the bottom of their metaphorical 
piggy banks, wondering where 
the next rent payment is going to 


come from, where the next meal 
will come from and who they can 
stay with between semesters so 
they can keep their jobs. 

Nearly half a million students 
are enrolled in the CSU system. 
That’s half a million people in- 
vesting in themselves and in their 
future as wage earners, taxpayers 
and contributors to society. These 
investments mean loans and part- 
time or full-time jobs. ‘They are 
sacrificing their present for hope 
of a better future. 

So why — in the midst of a 
strong economy and an estimated 
future worker shortage — is the 
state not matching that invest- 
ment? And why are CSU execu- 
tives getting raises while students 
are paying more money? 

This argument is beginning 
to feel like beating a dead grizzly 
bear, but the logic escapes ex- 
planation. In an extraordinarily 
strong economic moment in the 
history of California, it has de- 
cided to continually pull back on 
its support of one of the state’s 
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Housing, food insecurities need creative solutions 


most admirable qualities: abun- 
dance of high-quality, affordable 
education. 

It’s not that affordable any- 
more, however, and it has become 
less abundant as more and more 
qualified students can’t be accept- 
ed. The recession is over; can we 
finally invest in education and a 
future workforce? 

The state of California — in- 
cluding fiscally conservative Gov. 
Jerry Brown and whoever will 
replace him — needs to change 
priorities, for the sake of the 
students. Maybe that will foster 
goodwill with a generation of fu- 
ture workers met with the choice 
of staying in California or mov- 
ing somewhere with a lower cost 
of living. 

This would enable CSU cam- 
puses to reverse course on some 
of the money-getting they are do- 
ing, too. Student housing prices at 
Sac State — while we’re talking 


about housing — are beginning 
to particularly feel an awful lot 
like price gouging. 


19 











EMILY RABASTO - The State Hornet 


Sacramento State social work major Helen Quiej wakes up in her dorm in Sierra Hall, which she shares with a roommate, on Friday, Feb. 23. 


You mean to tell incoming or 
returning students that they need 
to pay nearly $1,000 a month 
to share a room with a stranger, 
share bathrooms with an entire 
floor, and also purchase a com- 
pulsory meal plan on the side that 
feeds students inadequate food 
at exorbitant rates as well, with a 
cash-for-points system that only 
serves to hide the fact that the 
point values of food items are in- 
flated from what the normal dol- 
lar cost would be? 

No wonder this isn’t an ac- 
tive campus community. Most 
couldn’t afford it if they tned, 
and most of those who do with 
financial aid, loans or paychecks 
resent it. 

Lower the cost of dorm hous- 
ing, and hope that it spurs a low- 
ering of the rent at surrounding 
campus apartment communities. 
Amend the mandatory food plans 
and get rid of the points. We’re 
not stupid; don’t treat us like we 
are. 

Additionally, can students start 


working for a portion of their 
lodging and food? The Berkeley 
Student Cooperative, just 80 or 
so miles to the west, serves as a 
remarkable example. 

Students who work as a part of 
the co-op have rent costs nearly 
halved as long as they are work- 
ing five hours a week within the 
community. A student working 
at minimum wage would have to 
work 40 hours a month to cover 
that cost. 

The BSC houses over 1,300 
people at any given time, only 800 
or so less than the residence halls 
at Sac State. It has existed since 
1933, and more importantly than 
anything, it is creative, non-prof- 
it and intended to serve the stu- 
dents that are the lifeblood of the 
Berkeley community in the first 
place. 

Sac State’s students are the 
lifeblood of the University and 
the CSU. It is time that we are 
treated as such. 
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